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(1)    a.     Tom kissed Mary’s cheek. 

  b.     Tom kissed Mary on the cheek. 

 

(1a, b)

(1a) SVO 3

Mary’s cheek (1b)

Mary cheek

(1b) (2) (1a)

Mary  

 

(2)    Tom kissed Mary  [NP ___ cheek ]. 

 

2

(1a) SVO

(1b)

 1978

 2020 1, 2  

(1a) SVO (1b) Mary

(1a) (1b)

 

 

 

(3)    a.   Tom punched John in the nose. 

  b.   Tom punched John in the kitchen.  

 

 [ V + NP + PP ] (3a) PP punch

(3b) PP punch  

SVO

 
1 2  

    (i)   a.    /     

          b.               /      
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 (Lee 1992, Baker 1988, Hiraiwa 2000, Landau 1999)  
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(1a, b)

3 2

3
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5
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(4)    a.    Tom hit [John’s shoulder ].       /    Tom hit [John] [on the shoulder]. 

       b.    Tom cut [Tom’s arm].             /     Tom cut [John] [on the arm].     

       c.    Tom touched [John’s ear].        /     Tom touched [John] [on the ear]. 

 

SVO

 

 

(5)    [  ] [  the  ] 

 

 

 

the

 

 

(6)    Tom kissed Mary on {the/*her/*that} cheek. 

  

look

at  

 

(7)    a.    Tom looked *(at) Mary’s face. 

  b.    Tom looked (*at) Mary in the face. 

 

Way (John belched his way out of the restaurant.) look

4 

 

 
3  
4 look me in the face look in my face look at my face

 1966: 502-503  
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 (e.g., Wierzbicka 1988) (8b)

(8c)

(8a)  

 

(8)    a.   Tom kicked the dog on the leg. 

  b. * Tom grabbed the bike on the handlebar.    (cf. Tom grabbed the bike’s handlebar.) 

       c. * Tom kicked the table on the leg.               (cf. Tom kicked the table’s leg.) 

 

 (e.g., Tenny 1994)

SVO  

 

(9)    a.    Tom hit John on the arm. 

  b.  * Tom hit John on the backpack.  (cf. Tom hit John’s backpack.) 

  c.  * Tom beat John on the dog.           (cf. Tom beat John’s dog.) 

   

SVO

150 

Second Edition  

 

(10)    a.    I grabbed his arm.  

     b.    I grabbed him by the arm.                                                                                              2003: 29  

 

(10a, b) (10a) (10b)

(10a)  

(4)

 

 

Levin 

(1993: 71-72) 6  

 

(11)    a.     TOUCH VERBS : graze, kiss, lick, nudge, pat, pinch, prod, sting, tickle, touch 

     b.     HIT VERBS        : bang, beat, drum, hammer, hit, kick, knock, lash, pound, rap, slap, strike, tap 

     c.     SWAT VERBS    : bite, claw, paw, peck, scratch, shoot (gun), slug, stab, swat, swipe 

     d.     SPANK VERBS  : clobber, flog, knife, pummel, sock, spank, thrash, wallop, whip, whisk 

     e.     POKE VERBS    : dig, jab, pierce, poke, prick, stick 

     f.     CUT VERBS       : chip, clip, cut, hack, hew, saw, scrape, scratch, slash, snip 

 

5

 
5 SVO (e.g., Kemmerer 2003)  
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(11)  

on by in over across

by

Tom caught Mary by the arm. on Tom kissed Mary on the forehead.

in Tom looked Mary in the eye.  (1987) 

 

 

(12)    a.      (on) : hit, kick, kiss, knock, lick, pat, scratch, slap, sting, strike 

     b.      (by)        catch, grab, hold, pull, seize, shake, take 

     c.      (in)         cut, knife, look, poke, shoot, stab, stare     

     d.      (ø)          bend, break, burn, crush, destroy, grind, shatter, smash, tear 

 1987: 145  

 

(12d) ø (He broke her ø leg.)

Levin (1993: 72) BREAK VERBS

 (e.g., break, crack, split)  

 

(13)    a.   * Tom broke John on the leg. 

          b.   * Tom split Mary on the lip.   

       

(13)

Pinker (1989)  Fillmore (1970) break (12d)

(12a-c) break (13a)

John kiss

6 (12a-c)

 

 

(4)

(1a) SVO

 

(10) SVO

(4)

 

 

 

 

 
6 

break  (e.g., Tenny 1994)  
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SVO

 1987: 

144-145  

7 

 

(14) You did not get in trouble because you punched this sneaky brat in the face, not at all. You got in trouble 

because you punched this sneaky little brat in the face in front of other people.  <00:20:50> (Black Mass, 2015) 

 

(10)

shoot him in the head

 

 

stab  

 

(15)  a.     Families can be tough. Before my father died, she told me that I had a half-sister that he imprisoned in Hel.  

          And then she returned home and stabbed me in the eye.            <00:31:40> (Avengers: Infinity War, 2018) 

    b.    He was stabbed in the throat. He died almost instantly.                            <01:22:42> (Stand by Me, 1986) 

   

 

(15a)

(15b) stab him in the throat

 

shoot  

 

(16)    a.   You hit the kid again, I will shoot you in the head.<00:15:44> (The Passage, S(eason)1, E(pisode)1, 2019) 

     b.   Dariela  : I did just shoot your best friend.  

               Abraham : In the shoulder.                                                                      <00:23:35> (Zoo, S2, E10, 2016) 

 

(16a) hit SVO the kid

shoot

(16b)

 
7  
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(3)

V + NP + PP (17a)

(17b)  

 

(17)    a.     James Harbach is dead. Shot himself in the head.             <00:34:06> (Murder in the First, S1, E9, 2014) 

     b.     You could say that she shot herself in the living room and then crawled out back to die. 

                                                                                              <00:14:20> (Desperate Housewives, S1, E7, 2004) 

 

 

 

(12)

on (12)

 (Tom struck 

John across the face)

 

SVO

 2021  

 

(18)    We’re gonna have to flip him. Lexie, grab him under the shoulders. 

<00:20:34> (Gray’s Anatomy, S6, E23, 2010) 

 

under

SVO  (grab his shoulders)

(18)

 

in in

3 (15) (17a) (19a)

(14) punch

(19b, c) kick in

in  1987: 145

 

 

(19)    a.     Poke him in the eye. See if he flinches.                                                       <01:05:35> (Free Fire, 2017) 

     b.     I’d like to kick her in the teeth about now.                                    <00:07:56> (Westworld, S1, E5, 2016) 

     c.     Might as well give him a chance to kick me in the head.                               <00:49:20> (Poseidon, 2006) 

      

in on by
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look stare (7)

look  

 

(20)    a.     Because I want you to look me in the eyes and tell me why you betrayed Wakanda.  

<00:04:59> (Black Panther, 2018) 

     b.     The second I got here, it was...it was staring me in the face.                              <01:23:24> (2067, 2020) 

      

 (1987: 146)

knife her in the throat

 

 (1966: 502) 

look

Poutsma  

(20)

 

 

 

 

 

look

3.3

 

 

(21) Bill    : I had no choice.  

  Erick  : Wrong again, Wilky. You chose to stab me in the back.  <00:24:50> (Murder in the First, S1, E6, 2014) 

 

(21) Erick

stab

kick  
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(22)    I waited till I got back to my room but, yeah, she’ll kick you right in the ball... yeah, or wherever, you know. 

<00:29:30> (Legally Blonde, 2001) 

 

(22)

kick

(22)

wherever

kick you

 

stab kick

 

 

4.1

2

 (*Tom kicked the table on the leg.) 

 

 

(23)    You want to just kiss it on the... the facial slit?                                              <00:20:19> (Iron Man 3, 2013) 

 

 (= it) 

 (= facial slit) 

(23)

 

2

 

 

 

 

 

(24)    Sometimes I wanna punch you in your perfect teeth.            <00:59:49> (Captain America: Civil War, 2016) 

 

(24) the

(24)

8 (24)

 
8 the  
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